
Dog Days of
Summer”

The Dog Days of Summer by definition is the
period between early July and early
September filled with hot, sultry weather.

But, do you know its origin?

Here's the brief story. In the
days before artificial lights and
pollution obscured the night
sky the folks would "connect
the dots" they saw. We now
call these connected dots
constellations. Our European
ancestors saw images of
Bears, (Ursa Major and Ursa
Minor), Twins, (Gemini), a Bull,
(Taurus), and, yes, Dogs
(Canis Major and Canis Minor).

The brightest star in Canis Major (The Big
Dog) is Sirius (Scorching), which also
happens to be the brightest star in the night
sky. In fact, it was so bright that the ancient
Romans thought that the earth received heat
from it. In the summer, Sirius, the Dog Star,
rises and sets with the sun. They named this
period of supposed greater heat the Dog
Days after the Big Dog Star.

While the Dog Days are certainly the
warmest period of the summer, the heat is
not due to the added radiation from a far-

away star. It is the result of the earth's tilt.

So now you know.

Here’s a second definition for the term:

“A period of stagnation or inactivity.”

Sometimes in the summer we fall into a
period of stagnation and inactivity. While it is

OK to cut back on our physical
activities, our walk with God
requires greater diligence and
commitment.

Do you find yourself in ongoing
Dog Days? How long have
yours lasted? What needs to
happen so that you might once
again return to the vitality of
what you once knew?

The summer is actually a time to
m a k e g r e a t p r o g r e s s .

Remember these three truths:

 Satan has no Dog Days

 Summer is a growing time

 Fall harvests follow Summer labors

It is time to connect a new set of dots in your
“sky” and allow the image of the cross to
lead you deeper into your relationship with
Jesus. Don’t let the Dog Days dog you!

Stay cool and I will see you Sunday!

Pastor Mike’s
Paper Pulpit
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August is Special-Needs Parent
Appreciation Month. Our church has
several families with kids who have
special needs. We are very blessed
with a children’s pastor who has a heart

for special-needs kids and leads a team
who is able to include and teach them. But what about
the parents? How can we minister to them? How can
we include them? How can we meet their needs?

Shortly after I adopted Maisey and experienced her
first meltdown, I realized that my life had changed.
Gone were the days of packing Jacques and myself
up and going to any place that would allow dogs. Now
I had a special-needs dog who couldn’t handle going
on a walk or to the dog park without creating a major
scene. The realization of change was multiplied by a
thousand when I got Elsa. Being a special-needs
parent is exhausting and consuming, yet there are
sprinkles of joy that are rewarding.

Here are some ways you can minister to special-
needs parents:

1) Offer to visit us. It’s much easier for us to host a
visit in our own homes. It’s not that easy to visit your
home because we must constantly focus our attention
on our child; we can’t really enjoy the visit. If we don’t
bring our child, we have to line up a babysitter.

2) Surprise us with a note of encouragement or a text
message asking how we are feeling today.

3) Build a connection with our child. Many special-
needs kids have very few friends in their own age
group. As a result, they have fewer opportunities to
develop social skills. Investing your time and energy
into a young life sets an example and builds a
relationship in which they might eventually be able to
reciprocate.

4) Ask how you can pray for us, and then actually
follow through. Even if it’s just one time, your prayers
are much needed.

5) Google, “Things not to say to a special needs
parent.” Then be sure not to say those things.

I am thankful for my church family. ~Melissa

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Greg & Vicki Syverson
CMF International — Mexico

Vince & Gretta Payne
Panama Mission Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Yoon Kwon Chae
Korea Gospel Mission

Champions For Tomorrow
Clovis, CA

American Indian Christian Missions

Doors of Hope

Madera Community Food Bank

Madera Rescue Mission

Madera Love INC

Discover more information on the
missions we support on our
website: www.maderafcc.org

What an amazing month we have had here in student ministries!

We started the month off with VBS- which was such a wonderful

time with over 50 different children. During this, time kids and

leaders alike learned that no matter what kind of “waters” they are

going through- God was with them. Through snacks, games, Bible

Stories, crafts and science, we learned that you can have Adventure,

Joy, Rest and Acceptance on the river. It was such an amazing time

and it ended of course with me getting slimed when the kids raised

over 80 toys for Operation Christmas Child (which is coming up

soon!) The very next week I and 3 of the students in our youth

group traveled together to Sugar Pine Christian Camp where we had

a week full of understanding God’s incredible power. Through testi-

monies, preaching, and worship the girls got to witness and be in

the presence of God. This week included bible verse memorization,

team competition, nightly lessons and it ended with one of our

own accepting Jesus! All in all, this month has been a crazy but an

amazing time and we have been seeing God move! Thank you eve-

ryone for the prayers, support and encouragement we have gotten,

and as the new school year is set to start soon, let’s pray for this

month to not just be a distant memory, but that seeds have been

planted and will be an encouragement for these students throughout

the next year! -xoxo Katie



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Anniversaries

2 Mike & Suzanne Stipe

23 Vince & Gretta

Payne

Birthdays

4 Joyce Young

5 Jerry Smith

22 Dennis Schwenck

27 Donna Moren

30 Jackie Carroll

1 2

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

3 4

Women’s Breakfast—8am

@Robin Walton’s home

Elder’s Meeting—9am

Board Meeting—10am

5

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

6 7

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

8

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

9

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

10 11

12

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

13 14

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

15 16

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

17 18

19

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30
Everybody’s Birthday

Party—Noon

20 21

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

22

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

23

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

24 25

26

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

27 28

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

29 30

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

31
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AND THAT’S A
SECOND CHANCE

Thomas A. Edison was
working on a crazy
contraption called a
"light bulb." It took a
whole team of men 24
straight hours to put just
one together. The story goes that when Edison was
finished with one light bulb, he gave it to a young
boy helper, who nervously carried it up the stairs.
Step by step he cautiously watched his hands,
obviously frightened of dropping such a priceless
piece of work. You've probably guessed what
happened by now; the poor young fellow dropped
the bulb at the top of the stairs. It took the entire
team of men twenty-four more hours to make
another bulb. Finally, tired and ready for a break,
Edison was ready to have his bulb carried up the
stairs. He gave it to the same young boy who
dropped the first one.

That's true forgiveness...or as one has said a great
second chance!

There are FOUR emphases in prayer that Team Daniel
offers to you as a part of our church family.

The FCC Prayer Team meets each Sunday morning in
Pastor Mike’s office at 8:45 to seek God and prayer
walk the church facility.

Prayer Hosts are our volunteer prayer folks who are
available during the service to pray specifically with
you and for you.

Our Prayer Wall is found in the office hallway. Leave
a request and it will be
prayed over.

The Intercessors
meet Tuesdays from
6:30-7:30 PM to lift up
our church family.

We just need YOU!

CWF Breakfast—Saturday,
August 4th—8am @ the home of

Robin Walton
2805 Willow Drive

Are You On A TEAM?

See the Sign-ups in the
foyer each Sunday and
find a way to “be” the

church.

August 5th—Michael Piersol

August 12th — “The Road Master”

August 19th — “Knowing What We
Don’t Know”

August 26th —“Dealing With My
Fellow Roadsters”

“The reason we obtain no
more in prayer is because
we expect no more. God

usually answers us
according to our own

hearts."
~Richard Alleine

It’s Everybody’s Birthday!!!
&

YOU’RE INVITED!

Sunday, August 19th
following the morning

service.

Don’t Miss It!


